
Types of Tillage Implements Used in India: Exploring Primary and Secondary Tillage 

Tillage plays a crucial role in preparing the soil for cultivation and maximizing crop 
productivity. In India, where agriculture is a dominant sector, various types of Tiller 
implements are utilized to perform primary and secondary tillage operations. This article 
aims to delve into the different types of tillage implements commonly used in India, focusing 
on both primary and secondary tillage techniques. 

Primary Tillage Implements: 

1. Moldboard Plow: The moldboard plow is a traditional tillage implement used for primary 
tillage. It consists of a curved metal blade called a moldboard that cuts and inverts the soil, 
burying weeds and crop residues. It is effective in breaking hard soils and improving soil 
aeration and drainage. 

2. Disc Plow: The disc plow consists of multiple concave metal discs mounted on a frame. 
These discs cut through the soil, breaking it into smaller clumps and turning it over. It is 
suitable for primary tillage in stony or heavy residue-laden soils. 

3. Chisel Plow: The chisel plow features a row of chisel-like shanks with narrow points. It 
loosens the soil without inverting it, allowing for better root penetration and water infiltration. 
Chisel plowing is often employed for primary tillage in areas with limited soil erosion 
concerns. 

Secondary Tillage Implements: 

1. Disc Harrow: The disc harrow consists of multiple concave metal discs arranged in gangs. 
It is used for secondary tillage operations to break up clods, incorporate crop residues, and 
level the soil surface. Disc harrows come in various configurations, such as offset, tandem, 
and disc harrow with hydraulic depth control. 

2. Rotavator: The rotavator, also known as a rotary tiller, is a versatile secondary tillage 
implement. It comprises a set of rotating blades or tines that churn and pulverize the soil. 
Rotavators are efficient in seedbed preparation, weed control, and incorporation of organic 
matter. They are available in different sizes and power options. 

3. Cultivator: Cultivators consist of shanks or tines attached to a frame. They are primarily 
used for shallow tillage to control weeds and loosen the topsoil without disturbing the soil 
structure. Cultivators are available in various designs, including rigid and spring-loaded 
types, and can be mounted on tractors or used as standalone implements. 

4. Power Harrow: The power harrow is a secondary tillage implement equipped with rotating 
tines or blades mounted to the tractor. It breaks up clods, levels the soil, and prepares a fine 
seedbed. Power harrows are commonly used for seedbed preparation in vegetable farming 
and horticultural crops. 

5. Spike-tooth Harrow: Spike-tooth harrows consist of multiple spiked teeth mounted on a 
frame. They are used for secondary tillage to break up clods, incorporate fertilizers, and 
stimulate the growth of new shoots. Spike-tooth harrows are suitable for lighter soils and are 
often used in pasture renovation and seedbed preparation. 

Conclusion: 
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The use of appropriate tillage implements is essential for effective soil preparation and 
optimal crop growth. In India, a wide range of primary and secondary tillage implements are 
utilized based on soil type, cropping system, and regional preferences. The aforementioned 
implements, including moldboard plows, disc plows, chisel plows, disc harrows, rotavators, 
cultivators, power harrows, and spike-tooth harrows, cater to various tillage requirements, 
ensuring improved soil structure, weed control, and seedbed preparation. Farmers must 
choose the right tillage implement based on their specific needs to achieve sustainable and 
productive agriculture practices. 
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